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ABOUT THE ARTIST
SAKURA AOKI / &7KF (B.1988 / Japan)

Sakura Aoki is an illustrator based in Tokyo, Japan, who has a deep passion for
living creatures and nature.

Her works draw inspiration from animals, prehistoric life, and plants, blending
acrylic painting and digital media to create a unique style that lies between
"cute” and “realistic.”

In her hand-painted works, she uses acrylic on paper and wood, characterized
by clear brushstrokes and a soft, organic texture that evokes a poetic and
imaginative atmosphere.

For her digital pieces, she works on an iPad Pro using Procreate, pursuing a
natural, gentle, and life-filled touch.

Guided by the concept “Bringing a bit of wildness into everyday life.” Aoki
hopes to rekindle the "wild heart” people may have forgotten in the midst of
their busy lives, allowing viewers to once again feel the vitality and warmth of
nature.

Biography

Born in 1988 in Niigata, Japan.

Graduated in 2011 from Yokohama College of Art and Design, Illustration
Course.

Currently works as a freelance illustrator, actively participating in various
exhibitions and events mainly around the Kanto region.

Exhibitions
2025 — Pop-up Exhibition “Pirika” , Tsutaya Books Hakodate, Hokkaido,
Japan
2024 — Group Exhibition “CAT & DOG” , MOUNT Tokyo, Tokyo, Japan
2024 — Group Exhibition “CALENDAR 2025 , BeeCafe, Tokyo, Japan
2023 — Sakura Aoki Mini Exhibition, Hikarie make(a) Camp, Shibuya, Tokyo,
Japan
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In the park

In the park — Exhibition Concept

Stepping into Sakura Aoki' s In the park feels like walking into a quiet yet
vibrant garden of life. There are no sounds of the city, nor the unreachable
wilderness—only those lives that quietly exist in our everyday surroundings yet
often go unnoticed: birds, hares, trees, and flowers.

They are not mere ornaments of nature, but beings that, through their own
rhythms and presence, convey the warmth and pulse of the world. In the park is
an exhibition about “seeing and feeling.”

Aoki invites viewers to slow down, to let go of expectations, and to encounter
her works as if taking a stroll through a park.

The animals and plants in her paintings may appear cute, yet they hold an inner
strength—the quiet resilience, awareness, and tenderness that nature grants to
all living things.

Through layers of paint and the gentle rhythm of her brushstrokes, these
creatures seem to shimmer, as if breathing softly or whispering within the
frame. In In the park, the park is more than a physical space—it is a threshold
between humans and nature, a meeting point between the urban and the wild,
where a renewed dialogue begins.

Every 1plant and every animal reminds us that we are not apart from nature,
but living together beneath the same sky. With her soft palette and delicate
observation, Sakura Aoki depicts a “daily nature” filled with rhythm and
poetry. This world does not ask to be explained—it asks to be felt.

She invites us, in In the park, to momentarily leave behind the noise of everyday
life and, like returning to childhood, to simply look, listen, and breathe. In that
moment, art is no longer just an object to behold, but a shared experience—

one that moves in harmaony with the natural world. b6
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